Spring 2008
Women’s Studies 440
Feminist methodologies
Thursdays 12:00-14:30 Webster 103
Dr. Aya Hirata Kimura

Office hour: Thu 2:45- 5:00 or by appointment
Office: Saunders Hall 721 G
Email: kimuraa@hawaii.edu
Course Description and objectives
This course explores social science research methods from feminist perspectives. We will focus on how feminist researchers grapple with conventional epistemology and methodologies. The course encourages students to critically look at dominant research methods in social science and humanities. The course also gives students tool kit for doing feminist research, and each student is expected to do a research project using methodologies taught in class. 

The principal objectives of the course will be to acquaint students with feminist perspectives on research methods and enable them to use it in their own research. At the end of semester, students will be able to apply feminist lens to analyze what types of questions are asked, how they are answered, and how they are reported in social science research. This course also helps students to improve their ability to present their research in public and to articulate their thoughts in writing. 
Prerequisites

In order to engage with the questions about methodology, it is expected that students have learned basic concepts in women’s studies such as gender, sex, social construction, racism, classism, sexism, and feminist movements. 

Required text

· Shulamit Reinharz 1992. Feminist Methods in Social Research: New York: Oxford University Press

· Other readings will be posted on WebCT.  

Grade
Student accumulate points by completing following assignments  
(1) Group presentation on assigned readings 100
· A group of students are assigned to summarize and present on a particular day’s readings. The presentation should be between 45 -60 minutes. Presentation must be concluded with slides each elaborating the following points. 

· What is this particular method? 

· What are its strengths?

· What are its weaknesses?

· How might a feminist use of this particular research method differ from conventional ones?

· What are things to be careful with when using this method?

(2) Summary of assigned readings 100
· Presentation on the reading is done by a group, but this writing portion is done individually. 
· Each individual in the group needs to email their summary of readings and their reflections to course members by Wednesday 12:00 prior to their group presentation. 
· Please submit a hard copy to the instructor in class. 
(3) In-class presentation  30 points  X 7 times = 210
· There are various writings assigned in this class. I will ask each student to present it in class. 
(4) Participation in class (up to 5 points per class)
· Attendance and participation in discussion in class is very important for the course. 
· I will take attendance in class. 
· Attendance is important. Each student is entitled to 4 absences throughout the semester. Each absence beyond this will result in lowering your overall grade by one full letter (i.e., 5 absences turns an A into a B; 6 absences turns an A into a C). Since I do not distinguish between "excused" and "unexcused" absences, I suggest you keep at least two of your absences on hold for illness or other unanticipated events. 
Writing assignments (They must be submitted in class. Bring two copies of your work to share with your classmates)
(5) Research topic and its significance: 50
· In this course, each student will use interview and content analysis of website to explore a particular topic. This assignment is the beginning of that process. Explain what you will be researching about, and why you think is an interesting sociological topic. Double-spaced, two pages. 
(6) Literature review: 100
· Survey existing research on your research topic. 
· Minimum 5 pages not including bibliography. 
· Needs to have in-text citation and a complete bibliography. 
· Needs to have at least 5 academic journal articles and books. 
(7) Interview plan, questions and informed consent :100 
· Explain your interview plan. Drawing on feminist theories, justify your choice of interview as a method and interviewee, types of questions, process of interview, and ways to analyze it. 
· Minimum 5 pages. 
· Attach your informed consent form to be signed by your informant. 
(8) Interview transcript: 100
· Conduct interview and transcribe verbatim.  
(9) Interview content analysis: 100 
· Analyze interviews for their content.
· Attach transcribed interview, highlighting the parts that you referred to. 
· Minimum 10 pages.  
(10) Content analysis of visuals or  a website: 100
· Analyze visuals (such as magazines, advertisements, websites) for their content. 
(11) Final paper: 500
· This is, in essence, the final product of all the writing assignments above. 
· But don’t do just cut and paste of all writings. 
· The paper needs at least  include introduction, importance of research topic, literature review, theoretical questions, methods of research, interview/website content analysis, and conclusion. 
· Minimum 15 pages 
Other rules

· Students are expected to have finished all the reading assignments before the class. 
· All the written requirements will not be accepted, therefore graded as F after the due unless approved beforehand. They also need to be submitted in hard copy in class, not email.

· Each student should check his or her email frequently for messages about the class.  I will assume you check your email at least once a day. It is strongly recommended that you use your UH email address—I do not take responsibility for email messages that fail to arrive if you are using a non-UH email address

· If you have a physical/mental disability and you have disability access concerns, please contact the KOKUA Program.
· Please refer to the UHM website on academic dishonesty and related issues.  http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/students/conduct/impermissible_behavior.html. 

· Plagiarism and any kind of cheating will result in F.  

· All cell phones and other electronic wireless devices must be off during class.  

Course schedule and readings

Jan 17: Introduction to class
Goals: to get to know each other. To understand the course structure and requirements. To start working as a group. 

Reading:
· No reading assignment. 

Jan 24: feminist epistemology 
Goals: understand criticism of positivism, particularly from feminist perspectives. 

Readings:

· Reinharz 1992 Introduction
· Sprague, Joey. 2005. Feminist methodologies for critical researchers: bridging differences. Chapter 1 and 2

Reading presentation: Group1 

Jan 31: action research

Goals: to get basic arguments about action-oriented research and feminist use of it.

Readings:

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 10 Feminist action research
· Stanley, Liz and Sue Wise (1983). Breaking Out: Feminist Consciousness and Feminist Research.  Chapter 1, Feminism and the social sciences. 
· Light, Linda and Nancy Kleiber (1978). “interactive research in a health care setting” in Social Science and Medicine Vol 12: 193-198. 

· Ackelsberg, Martha A. and Kathryn Pyne Addelson (1986). “Anarchist alternatives to competition” in Competition: A Feminist Taboo? (eds) Miner, Valerie and Helen E. Longino The Feminist Press, New York.  

Reading presentation: Group 2

Guest lecture: Nancy Kleiber, Women’s Studies, UH Manoa
Feb 7: experiments and surveys

Goals: to get basic understandings of experiments and survey research methods, and to understand feminist criticism and use of them

Readings: 

· Reinharz 1992 Chapter 5 feminist experimental research

· Reinharz 1992 Chapter 4 feminist survey research and other statistical research formats

· Method example: 

· Correll, Shelley J, Stephen Benard, and In Paik. 2007. “Getting a job: Is there a motherhood penalty?” American Journal of Sociology 112: 1297-1338
Reading presentation: Group 3

In-class presentation by everyone (1): presentation on individual research topic for the course

Assignment due in class: research topic and its significance 
Feb 14: human subject protection

Goals: to get basic understanding of ethical issues and to understand the processes of human subject research protocol

Readings: 

· UH Manoa’s website on human subject protection : http://www.hawaii.edu/irb/index.htm
· Singleton, Jr. and Bruce C. Straits, Approaches to Social Research, 4th ed., (Oxford University Press, 2005. Selected chapters. Chapter 16 “research ethics”
· Sprague, Joey Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers: Bridging Differences (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005). Chapter 6 “Whose questions? Whose answers?” 
Guest lecture: Kristin Bacon, IRB at UH Manoa
Reading presentation: Group 4 

Feb 21: Case studies and theories 

Goals: to get basic understanding of case study and extended case method.
Readings: 

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 9 Feminist case studies
· Michael Burawoy “the extended case method” 
· Becker, Howard. 1986. Chapter 8 “terrorized by the literature” in Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London. 
· Method example: DeLind, L. B, and Anne E Ferguson 1999.  “Is this a women's movement? The relationship of gender to community-supported agriculture in Michigan” Human Organization Summer 1999. Vol. 58, Iss. 2; p. 190 
Reading presentation: Group 5 

Feb 28: Literature review  Meet at Hamilton Library room 113. 
Goals: To be able to look for relevant literature and summarize it.
Guest lecture: Vicky Lebbin, Social Science Librarian at UH Manoa
After the workshop by Vicky, you will start using database to start reviewing existing studies on your research topic. 
March 6: Ethnography and cross-cultural research
Goals: to get basic understanding of ethnography and cross-cultural research and to understand feminist criticism and use of them 
Readings:

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 3 Feminist ethnography

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 6 Feminist cross-cultural research

· Method example: 

· Steven Rubinstein 2004. “fieldwork and the erotic economy on the colonial frontier” Signs 29. No.4  

· Schwedler, Jullian 2006. “The third gender: western female researchers in the Middle East” Political Science and Politics. No. 3  
Reading presentation: Group 6
In-class presentation by everyone (2): presentation on literature review
Assignment due in class: literature review
March 13: oral history 
Goals: to get basic understanding of oral history and to understand feminist criticism  and use of it.
Readings: 

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 7 Feminist oral history
· Read Center for Oral History’s website http://www.oralhistory.hawaii.edu/
· Read materials by Nisei Project:  http://nisei.hawaii.edu/page/home (make sure to listen to interviews)
· Method example: TBA

Guest lecture: Michi Kodama-Nishimoto, Center for Oral History, UH Manoa. 

March 20: interview
Goals: to get basic understanding of interview as a research method, and to understand feminist criticism and use of it. 
Readings:

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 1 Feminist interview research

· Sprague, Joey. 2005. Feminist methodologies for critical researchers: bridging differences. Chapter 5

· Anderson, K. and Dana Jack  (1991) “Learning to Listen” in Women’s Words (eds) Sherna Gluck and Daphne Patai. Routledge New York.  
Reading presentation: Group 7
In-class presentation by everyone (3) : presentation on the planned interview and proposed interview questions and procedures, and how they are informed by feminist perspectives
Assignment due in class: interview plan and proposed interview questions 
Spring break (March 24-28)

( conduct interview and transcribe
April 3: interview (continued) and focus group
Goals: to critically reflect on the interview method. To get basic understanding of focus group interview method and feminist criticism and use of it. 
Readings:

· Wilkinson, Sue.2004.  “Focus groups: a feminist method” in Feminist Perspectives in Social Research (eds) Hesse-Bilber, Sharlene and M. Yaisen. Oxford University Press. 
· Krueger, Richard A., Focus Groups, 2nd ed. Sage, 1994; "Asking questions in a focus group." pp. 53-69. 

· Method example: 

· Lisa R. Rubin, Carol J. Nemeroff, and Nancy Felipe Russo. (2004) Exploring Feminist Women's Body Consciousness. Psychology of Women Quarterly 28:1, 27–37
Reading presentation: Group 8
In-class presentation by everyone (4): presentation on how interview went. 

Assignment due in class: interview transcript
April 10: Content analysis
Goals: to get basic understanding of content analysis of texts and feminist use of it. 
Readings:

· Reinharz 1992 chapter 8 Feminist content analysis

· Riessman, Catherine Kohler, 1993. Narrative Analysis. Selected chapters TBA.
· Method example:  Counihan, Carole. 2004. Around the Tuscan Table; Food, Family, and Gender in Twentieth-Century Florence. Routledgre, New York and London. Chapter 1 “Food as voice in twentieth-century Florence,” and Chapter 9 “Food and gender: toward the future”
Reading presentation: Group 9
In-class presentation by everyone (5): presentation on content analysis of interview

Assignment due in class: content analysis of your interview

April 17: Content analysis (continued)
Goals: to get basic understanding of content analysis of visual materials and feminist use of it. 
Readings:

· Method example: 

· DuPuis, E. Melanie. Nature's Perfect Food: How Milk Became America's Drink. New York: New York University Press. 2002. Chapter 1 “Why milk?” and Chapter 5 “Perfect food, perfect bodies”
· Lutz, Catherine A. and Jane Collins. 1998. Reading National Geographic.  Chapter 4 “A world brightly different”

Reading presentation: Group 10
April 24: using internet for research 
Goals: to understand a variety of internet use for research and its advantages and weaknesses
Readings:

· Method example:

· Soukup, Charles: The gendered interactional patterns of computer-mediated chatroom: a critical ethnographic study

· Clare Madge and Henrietta O’Connor 2002. “on-line with E-mums: exploring the internet as a medium for research” Area 34, no.1: 92-102. 
· Friedman, Elizabeth 2005. “The Reality of Virtual Reality: The Internet and Gender Equality Advocacy in Latin America” Latin American Politics & Society - Volume 47, Number 3, Fall 2005, pp. 1-34
· Allahyari Rebecca Anne (2002). “Becoming feminist cyber ethnographers” in Teaching Feminist Activism: Strategies from the Field. (eds) Naples, Nancy A. and Karen Bojar. Routledge, New York and London. 
In-class presentation by everyone (6): presentation on content analysis of visuals or a website
Assignment due in class: content analysis of a visual/ website

May 1: 
Goals: to reflect on the semester

Readings: 
· No assigned readings. 

In-class presentation by everyone (7): presentation on final paper
Assignment due in class: final paper
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