Fall 2007 

Women’s Studies 318

Women and Social Policy

Dr. Aya Hirata Kimura

Office hour: Thu 2:45- 5:00, or by appointment

Office: Saunders Hall 721 G

Email: aya.hirata.kimura@gmail.com
Course Description

This course will explore public policies and institutions that affect women through the lens of motherhood and mothering. We will first discuss the predominant images of motherhood  in the contemporary society, and how that have become basis for many policies. Specific issues covered include pregnancy, child care, breastfeeding, reproductive rights, reproductive technologies, and employment of mothers. We will also discuss mothers as activists for social change and nurturers of the next generation. The course emphasis is on cultural politics that shape the meaning and practices of mothering. 

The course is lecture-based, and not a seminar with small number of students. But discussion in class on readings and discussion questions is critically important. Often times, there will be no “right” answer to themes raised in the discussion. Students will be encouraged to develop their own sociological arguments, but willingness to listen to other opinion is also critical to this process. The class also involves group projects, so ability to work with other students is essential as well. 

Grading will be based on the following assignments.  

(1) Journal (20%): Please keep a journal of your comments, responses, and questions to the readings. Your journal should at least include; 
· Summary of the assigned reading for the day
· And your response to the readings
                   but you get extra points if you have--- 

· Questions, comments on the previous lecture, discussion, videos, and/or presentation 
· Current news items that are related to the course and your comments about them.  
Journals must be written for each lecture, typed, and set in a folder in order.  They must be submitted four times during the semester in class (Sept 4, Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov 29), but do it for each lecture on time, and bring it to every class so that you can remember what the assigned readings were about during class. I might also ask in class what you wrote about the previous lectures, discussion, videos, and/or presentation. 

You can earn up to 5 points for each journal entry. If you aptly summarize the assigned readings and have some comments you can get at least 2 points. You can get higher points if you have extra things like above, and even more if you demonstrate ability to articulate relationship among readings and other materials. 

(2) Group project and presentation (30%) Each group identifies some portion of the course material and prepares a presentation on the topic. The group must consult with me before deciding on the topic. Presentation must not exceed 20 minutes, and include at least three sources outside the required readings. One of them must be an academic source. The outline of the presentation is due a week before the presentation. A group also prepares a 10 page paper on the topic. This should be a full academic paper rather than a simple outline of the presentation they conducted. The paper is due a week after the presentation. 

(3) Final exam (40%): Final exam on all the course materials including lectures, assigned readings, and the group presentation will take place during the last week of the course. 
(4) Participation (10%): Students are expected to attend all class sessions and participate in discussions and other activities. I will also ask you to write comments at the end of each lecture. 

Attendance is important. Each student is entitled to 4 absences throughout the semester. Each absence beyond this will result in lowering your overall grade by one full letter (i.e., 5 absences turns an A into a B; 6 absences turns an A into a C). Since I do not distinguish between "excused" and "unexcused" absences, I suggest you keep at least two of your absences on hold for illness or other unanticipated events. 

Texts

· Susan E. Case and Mary F. Rogers. Mothers and Children: Feminist Analyses and Personal Narratives (2001)

· There will also be a course packet. 

Other rules

· All the written requirements will not be accepted, therefore graded as F after the due unless approved beforehand. They also need to be submitted in hard copy in class, not email.

· Each student should check his or her email frequently for messages about the class.  I will assume you check your email at least once a day. It is strongly recommended that you use your UH email address—I do not take responsibility for email messages that fail to arrive if you are using a non-UH email address

· Make-up exam will not be given unless under extreme circumstances. 

· If you have a physical/mental disability and you have disability access concerns, please contact the KOKUA Program.
· Please refer to the UHM website on academic dishonesty and related issues.  http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/students/conduct/impermissible_behavior.html. 

· All cell phones and other electronic wireless devices must be off during class.  

Course schedule and readings

Aug 21 introduction (no reading)

Aug 23 feminism and motherhood (Introduction and Chapter 1)

Aug 28 what is motherhood? (Chapter 3)

Aug 30 good mother, bad mother (Chapter 2, Douglas and Michaels 2004, Dunne 2000)

Sept 4 single mothers and crack babies  (Arnoldi 2004, Downey 004, Paltrow 1999, Douglas and Michaels 2004) - Journal due
Sept 6 video “Take It From Me”

Sept 11 diverse experience of mothering (Chapter 8, O’Reilly 2004)

Sept 13 medicalization of birth (Chapter 6)

Sept 18 holistic birth (Seelhoff 2006) - Journal due
Sept 20 group presentation (group 1, 2)
Sept 25 prenatal testing (Ratcliff 2002) 

Sept 27 abortion and contraception (Ratcliff 2002)  

Oct 2 group presentation (group 3, 4)
Oct 4 mid-term course evaluation (no reading) 

Oct 9 breastfeeding (Wolf 2006)

Oct 11 reproductive technology (Chapter 7)

Oct 16 political economy of reproductive technology (Lasker and Borg 2002) -Journal due
Oct 18 group presentation (group 5, 6)
Oct 23 working mothers (Williams and Cooper 2004, Story 2005, Graff 2007) 

Oct 25 motherhood penalty (Correll et al 2007) 

Oct 30 group presentation (group 7, 8)

Nov 1 othermothering (Chapter 9, Conway, Ahern et al 2004)

 Nov 6 child care (Overturf Johnson 2005)

Nov 8 group presentation (group 9, 10)
Nov 13 care work (Nakano Glenn 2000, Hochschild and Ehrenreich 2003, Lan 2003, Cheng 2004, Zarembka 2003, Hochschild 2003) 

Nov 15 mothers as political agents (Chapter 10, Blee 1997) 

Nov 20 group presentation (group 11, 12)
Nov 27 ecofeminism (Orleck 1997, Jetter 1997) 

Nov 29 mothers and activism (Jesella 2007, Peskowitz 2005)  - Journal due
Dec 4 video, “Motherhood manifesto” and wrap-up session 

Dec 6 final exam
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