Spring 2008
Women’s Studies 305

Women and Health
9:00-10:15, Saunders 244 

Dr. Aya Hirata Kimura

Office hour: Thu 2:45- 5:00 or by appointment
Office: Saunders Hall 721 G
Email: kimuraa@hawaii.edu
Course Description

This course explores a variety of topics related to women’s health. The principal objectives of the seminar will be to acquaint student with sociological aspects of women’s health issues in the U.S. and to enable critical analysis of it. The course is guided by feminist theories. Students will always be urged to think about women’s health issues at the intersection of race, ethnicity, class, and gender. 

This course’s principal aim is not to provide students with the latest biomedical information on causes, treatments, and consequences of diseases and health. Rather, it aims to unpack social, economic, cultural, and political factors that influence health status of women. It will also critically examine the notions of “health” and “unhealthy” themselves. 

The course is lecture-based, and not a seminar with small number of students. But discussion in class on readings and discussion questions is critically important. Often times, there will be no “right” answer to themes raised in the discussion. Students will be encouraged to develop their own sociological arguments, but willingness to listen to other opinion is also critical to this process. The class also involves group projects, so ability to work with other students is essential as well. 

Grading will be based on the following assignments.  

(1) 10% Group lecture on assigned readings: 
· A group of students are assigned to summarize and lecture on readings for a particular day. 
· A group collaboratively lectures in class, takes questions and lead discussions. 
· The lecture should cover all the materials and important concepts in the reading. 
· The lecture should be approximately an hour. 
· The use of powerpoint presentation is encouraged. 
· I will provide a list of important terms (which will be in exams). At the end of the group lecture, everyone should be able to identify those terms. 
(2) 10% Reflection paper on assigned readings (in tandem with group lecture):
· The lecture on assigned readings is done by a group, but writing portion is done individually. 
· It should include summary of readings and your own reflections. 
· It is encouraged to incorporate issues in Hawaii.
· Between 3-5 pages long. 
· It must be emailed to everyone in class a day before the class. 
· Hard copy must be provided to the instructor in class on the day of the group presentation. 
(3) 20% Op-ed article writing: 
· Each student researches on a particular women’s health issue in Hawaii and write a op-ed piece to be submitted to a local newspaper. 
· Should be approximately 750-800 words (about three double-spaced pages), but if you want to submit to a particular newspaper that has a different submission guideline, check with me before you start writing. 
· Your op-ed piece should be informed by the research you do on the topic. You can look at http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/news/services/opedguide.htm for tips for writing a good op-ed piece. A student whose op-ed piece is published by a newspaper (such as Honolulu Advertiser, Start Bulletin) will receive a bonus ten points on his or her final exam score. Please check with me before submitting a piece to any newspaper. 

(4) 5% Participation: 
· Students are expected to attend all class sessions and participate in discussions and other activities. 
· I will take attendance in class. 
· Attendance is important. Each student is entitled to 4 absences throughout the semester. Each absence beyond this will result in lowering your overall grade by one full letter (i.e., 5 absences turns an A into a B; 6 absences turns an A into a C). Since I do not distinguish between "excused" and "unexcused" absences, I suggest you keep at least two of your absences on hold for illness or other unanticipated events. 
(5) 25 % Mid term exam
(6) 30% Final exam
Texts

· Ratcliff, Kathryen Strother. Women and Health: Power, Technology, Inequality, and Conflict in a Gendered World (2002).

· There will also be supplementary readings posted on webCT.
Other rules

· All the written requirements will not be accepted, therefore graded as F after the due unless approved beforehand. They also need to be submitted in hard copy, not email.

· Each student should check his or her email frequently for messages about the class.  I will assume you check your email at least once a day. It is strongly recommended that you use your UH email address—I do not take responsibility for email messages that fail to arrive if you are using a non-UH email address

· Make-up exam will not be given unless under extreme circumstances. 

· If you have a physical/mental disability and you have disability access concerns, please contact the KOKUA Program.
· Please refer to the UHM website on academic dishonesty and related issues.  http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/students/conduct/impermissible_behavior.html. 

· Plagiarism and any kind of cheating will result in F.  

· All cell phones and other electronic wireless devices must be off during class.  

Course schedule and readings

Jan 15 (Tue)  
introduction to the course (no reading)

Jan 17 (Thu)

Chapter 1: Introduction

(Video, Taking Our Bodies Back)
Jan 22 (Tue)

Chapter 2 Science and Values
Jan 24 (Thu) 

Chapter 3 Power and the Clinical Setting 
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 1

Jan 29 (Tue)

Chapter 3 Power and the Clinical Setting 
(video, Vagina Monologue)

Jan 31 (Thu) 

Chapter 4 Poverty 

Presentation on the assigned readings: group 2

Feb 5 (Tue)

Chapter 4 Poverty 

Feb 7 (Thu)

Chapter 5 Violence against Women 
Guest lecture: Jayne Bopp, Program Coordinator for Program Against Violence to Women, UH Manoa

Feb 12 (Tue)

Chapter 5 Violence against Women 
 (video, Tough Guise)
Feb 14 (Thu)

Chapter 6 Occupational Health 
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 3
Feb 19 (Tue)

Chapter 6 Occupational Health 
 (video, Fast Food Women)
Feb 21 (Thu)

Chapter 7 Cancer
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 4

Feb 26 (Tue)
Chapter 7 Cancer
Feb 28 (Thu)

Review for midterm

March 4 (Tue)
Midterm exam
March 6 (Thu) 
Chapter 8 Body Image 
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 5
March 11 (Tue)

Chapter 8 Body Image

(video, Killing Us Softly) 

March 13  (Thu) 
Chapter 9 Hormones
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 6
March 18 (Tue) 

Chapter 9 Hormones

March 20 (Thu) 

Chapter 10 Growing Older
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 7
March 24-28 Spring break 

April 1 (Tue)

Chapter 12 The Medicalizaiton of Childbirth

Presentation on the assigned readings: group 8

Op-ed piece draft due
April 3 (Thu) 

Chapter 12 The Medicalizaiton of Childbirth

April 8 (Tue) 

Chapter 11 Abortion and Contraceptives

Presentation on the assigned readings: group 9

April 10 (Thu) 
Chapter 11 Abortion and Contraceptives

Guest lecture: Sonya Blackiston, Planned Parenthood Hawaii

April 15 (Tue)
Chapter 13 Technology-Assisted Conception

Presentation on the assigned readings: group 10

April 17(Thu): 
Chapter 13 Technology-Assisted Conception (video, Making Babies)
Op-ed piece final due

April 22 (Tue):

Chapter 14 Fetal Quality Control
Presentation on the assigned readings: group 11

April 24 (Thu): 
Chapter 14 Fetal Quality Control
April 29 (Tue)
Chapter 15 Women as Health Care Providers

Guest lecture: Ethel Apuzen
May 1 (Thu) 

Chapter 15 Women as Health Care Providers

Presentation on the assigned readings: group 12

May 6 (Tue)
Chapter 16 Health Care Activists 
May 15 (Thu) Final exam
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